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AccessibleNU-Q (formerly Services for Students with Disabilities)

Northwestern University in Qatar is committed to ensuring the equality of educational and co-curricular opportunities for all students. AccessibleNU-Q (formerly Services for Students with Disabilities), within the Department of Student Affairs Counseling, Health and Wellness program, obtains and files disability-related documents, certifies eligibility for services, determines reasonable accommodations, and develops plans for the provision of academic and/or environmental accommodations for students (as identified under the Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act (ADAAA, 2008) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973).  AccessibleNU-Q is also responsible for establishing and disseminating criteria for disability services and educating the campus community about disability issues.

AccessibleNU-Q offers accommodation counseling, evaluation referral, disability-related information, adaptive technology services and equipment, interpreter services for academically related purposes, learning strategy support, coaching, and psychological support.  AccessibleNU-Q does not offer nor pay for disability evaluations or testing, tutoring, personal expenses, attendants, or scholarships.
A disability is defined as “any mental or physical condition that substantially limits an individual’s ability to perform one or more major life activities” (Americans with Disabilities Act, 1990).  Disabilities may include but are not limited to: physical disabilities, learning disabilities, visual or hearing impairments, neurological impairments, chronic or temporary health issues, communication disorders, or psychological disabilities.  Major life activities include functions such as walking, standing, seeing, speaking, breathing, hearing, learning, working, sitting, and/or taking care of oneself.

To be eligible for disability related services a student must:

· Apply and be accepted for admission to Northwestern University in Qatar through the regular admissions process or be a current student at another institution of higher educational within Education City
· Provide current and comprehensive documentation of a temporary or permanent disability which requires accommodation; and
· Register with AccessibleNU-Q at the beginning of each semester.  Through AccessibleNU-Q, students can make arrangements for modifications such as testing accommodations, recorded books or e-texts, scribe services, auxiliary aids, assistive technology services, and other accommodations as determined appropriate by AccessibleNU-Q and the student requesting an accommodation.

If you believe that you have a physical or mental condition which interferes with a major life activity, if you receive disability services at your current educational institution or you have questions about any of the above information, please stop by the Counseling and Wellness office (3088 NUQ/Carnegie Mellon Building) or email Patti Collins at patricia.collins@northwestern.edu  to discuss your concerns.  AccessibleNU-Q, Counseling, Health and Wellness, and NU-Q are committed to maintaining the confidentiality of information shared by you.  Please know that whatever inquiries you make regarding disability issues remains confidential.  
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